18

REOM DAY, JUME 27, 2005

THE DAILY YOMIURI

'KANSAI & WEST

£ .
llll'al.ll'l
" L

"
'r-l-'rlli'l-l'l

Osaka P
planning
of Asian

T vorr

Ak T O
jrlauies Fon Byele] i)
R IR TR (A

Jatticonns ganack amwnparoeve £l
Lhe prriwviade seelor.
Clsika Cioy. s |
e s pngr wak e the e
Pand wlwen shee visis O
L] pevermment will ;
Clanls 101 S0 aned Posa
Wk gt o
sicat woidhe prscpele feoes v
CLLSS ey [o ke s
Eeerislies ien v TEpnEes v
The prefvctarat g
privakbesr enchinmges witl
paztligams, ol Bhee Asien
Bew 1o 05 poliey Dot
TT1 T
rn ke Baopae ol ik
dteriativs of Hhee peifin
srELbLweiny Do LBaepaies sir
iy Koresn roesicen
1men o woinesls Les cstinkalisl
Iy e nbie sl Asiae 1y
[ A0 Thar meertieg, gas
(RTINS TR S TR RV E
The prefecinea] @ e
Cloeke Ll Tl i 1uy)
(EH PN R A TR LR R [
reebrhpaEu lUE rpanlio
L THTIST RS [P T VR TEY
pepiadoen Ehecennpln Elae lend

wCrallvip G TR aila Matore &Gl

Above: Yasuyoshi Kotani, tkeda-zumi
charcoal master in Mosecho, Osaka Prefec-
ture, explains the process of charcoal pro-
duction in front of a kiin.

Lefi: People who attended a beclure on
charcoal production prepare kunugi saw-
tooth oak timber to make charcoal,
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Dying breed ot charcoal makers fire up support
By Hiroyuki Ueba With the help of 77-year-old Yasuyoshi Kotani,  although his wife opposerl the idéa hecause of the  In Ikeda and shi Lo ether areas, ﬁ.m . .
Bally Yo Sttt Nirher Nosecho’s lane Ikcda-sumi master, the NP or- - uncertainty of the tradcand thedsopin family in- *  According (o historieal dactiment 1 Kydarii
. _ _ Eanueen & course oi matulaclueing Che chareoa CIL, ) ) bemmpabe i lieda, e clarcosl was dedicated Lo the
SAKA—Hope s burning brighter for in September, 'The course was attended by 23 peo- -Charcoal i only made in wintew beeause the lmpgrl;al family between 1145 and 1870. Toyotomi
producers of lheda-zumi charcoal, as ple. ‘ heat involved would make it unbearable in the  Hideyoshi, a Leth-century foudal bord, prafsed the |-
the efforts of a civie group are help- Those attending the course repaired a kiln,  summer. So in summer Sakamotoworks asa ca-  charcoul at 4 tea ceremony at the temple in 1395, |
ing preserve the traditional but  which Kotani had not used for vears, and made . bleway oporatonr in Nosecho, according to another temple document. '
dying art. : charcoal from oak trees cut down in the moun- “I'm a bt worried about the fature, but I'm Tea master Sacki said high-quality ash can he
Uzed in tea eeremonies rﬂil' centuries, the char-  tains. happy boeause I can do what Lwant to do. So I'm obdained from the charcoal, In tea ceremonies ash
codl is currently produeed in the mountains of  According to Tsutsumi, a similar course will — confident,” he said. is sculpted in @ brazler Inte clegant shapes, such
northern Osaka and eastern Hyogo prefectures.  begin in autumn, “More than 50 people have al- Kotani Is pleased by the recent support from a5 a mountain, and this iz an admired part of the
But production has decreaged and is on the verge  ready inguived about it, although we havent  the Senior Nature College and other organiza-  tea ceremony. “Ash taken from the charcoal 1s
of dying out altogether due to a lack of successors  started accepting applications yet,” he said, tions, but he feels that the problems may not be so made of small particles and is very smooth,”
in the chargoal business, ; Naborn Sakamaoto, 53, who took the course last  easy to solve. “Their help is great, but they are  Saekt said. “No other charcoal can mateh the
 Ikeda-zomd is Edsq known as kiku-zumi because  year, now resides in Nosecho and is learning more still outsiders. 1 must do somethin myself toen-  quality.”
its end graln looks like a tfir:.rsanthemum tkiku). aboart chareoal from Kotani with the goal of start-  sure Theda-zumi survives,” he Production of Ikeda-sumi reached its zenith in Kobe Qi Zoo «
The charcoal is sold for ¥3,000 to ¥5,000 a kilo-  ing his own charcoal enterprise. To do this, he has Kotani was Impressed with Sakamoto's deter- 1927 with 497 tons. Most of the charcoal was used female snow |

gram, about 10 times the price of ordinary char-
coal usced lor fuel,

Hisanori Saeki, tea master of the Mushanoloojt
Senke sehool, believes Ikeda-zumi charceal is the
beat for making tea, saying: “It has mild heating

#iven up his trucking business.

He said he came across a 110Ws
story gbhout the decline of
Ikeda-sami, which he re-
garded as fate. I

mination. “1 thought at first he was not serlous,
Il he seems to be really willing. 1
want to help him as mueh as
Fean”

Kotani, who used

as domoestic fuel because gas was not available in
many howseholds. However, its production steadi-
Iy decrcased, and only o few tons have been pro-
duced in recent decades in Osaka Prefecture.
Kazuo Mural, an Osaka prefectural govern-

For

properttes, 8o it doesn't harm an iron pot, and i#t's  thought, “This is to-work for t official, cited two
casy to control, But it gets hot enough to boil  what T want to . Oraka hﬁ gummm:ﬂdﬂinlﬁnﬂ uvt:{mfg‘:l ?nrg;}:f;ﬁyrﬁraégi I:QE S Oug
water. do,™ he said, & thral goverm:  sources, and the advanee of agricultural lechnol-
There are currently only seven Ikeda-zumt Sakamoto ment, has ogy. Choeaper- and easier-to-handle forms of ener-
masters, MNosecho, Toyonocho and Minoo in wanted a job i made char- By, sucl as gas and clectricity, have become read- SHO‘
Oszaka Prefecture each have one, and there are where  he coal for 17 ity available. r
four living in Kawanishi, Hyogo Prefecture, all of  could  work years sinee Adviances in farming technology bave made it
whom are in their 70s. Az the job is so divty and  cutdoors, so he retived in possible for farmers to cultivale commercial crops
demanding, it is virtually impossible to find young  he immediate- 1988. As he  during winter. Murai said; “Charcoal producing
people willing to take it up, ; Iy telephoned did not want  wasajob farmers did to earn cash In winter. How- KOBE--Kol
Kunugi sawtooth oak, from which the charcoal  the Osaka pre- te live out his  ever, with greenhouses, iImprovements in breed- looking abroa
is made, i5 also on the decline, In forests in Nose- fectural govern- lifg in quiet re- ing amd other technologieal advances, farmers can male snow leo
¢ho, six-to _lﬂ-}fﬂfll'-ﬂlﬂ maks, which are the best for ment's forestry of- tirement, he decid- farm in winter and make more nionéy than Lhey dangered spee
[keda-zumi, cover 4,750 square meters. But there fice and asked ed that produocing would produeing charcoal,™ There are o
are virtually no forests with one- to five-vear-old whether it would chircoul, which ho Aceording 1o Kotand, six- to 10-vear-old caks of less tham 60D i
oaks, a recent study by the prefectural govern-  be  possible had learncd  cight to 10 conlimeters in diameter are hest siit- Meanwhile,
mEI!I]ﬂt showed. e {01' |5ﬂl't'l|:il t'li The Cally Yamiurl it his teens  ed for Ikeda-zumi. zoos worldwid
WEVET, & CIVIC gToup InvoIVed In nature con- - learn aboul  The cyut edges of Ikeda-zumi charcoal . from his fa- But Kunugl sawtooth sak s hécoming svarce. it thee wild,
servation and cutdoor activities organized & charcoal > SRmblcTa thrysaatie ther and  ANer w:lﬂﬂg‘-]'mfur 11, natural oak forests Erere cut “l suspect n
course last vear on how the charcoal is manufac- manufacturing. But he had to wait about two grandfather, was something he could do in addi- down and cedar and cypress were planted Lo in- lated If vou lod
tull‘?-"i 2 manths before applications for the course were  tion to farming, He believed chavesa) production  crease the tmbor supply. tion,” said Yuji
1_‘]14& :‘:-emur_ Nature College, a nonprofit organi- — accepted. could help keep his family's forests in good eondi- Concerned about the oak supply, Kotani said, Maruyama Zov
:_-satlun !:lased in Flemshmm Ward, Osaka, consist- During last ycar's course, after an exhausting Homn. “Techniques can be passed down, but without ards for the &
ing mainly of retirees, has played a central role in three months working in the mountains, cutting Whoen Kotani started making charcoal, there kunugi oaks, we can't do anything.” Japanese Asse
the efforts ) down oak trees and repairing a clay kiln,  were only three manufacturers in Nosecha, all Therefore, the Senfor Nature College plans 1o In the wild
Masakatsu Tsutsumi, 65, one of the NP(¥s  Sakamoto and the others finally took charcoal — over 70 vears old, With their help, he built kilns taumeh o program this year to plant pak secdlings malayvas wnd
board members, learned about the charcoal pro- they had made from the kiln in late January, *1  and learned the necessary techniques. in the area. : Their number
duced in hﬁq:u-u. where helresidcs, five years ago wis very happy. [ felt like 10 been hit by a thun- Katani produces a few hundred kilograms of Tsutsimi beleves that it will not be casy Lo re- cessive hunlh
when he retired from Sumitomo Metal Industries,  derbolt when I first saw the chareoal we'd  chareoal bebwoen October and Apnl EVEry Yoar, vive lkeda-zumi, However, he said, “We want to listed as an er
Lid. and joined the group’s activities. “Tlearned  burned,” he said. - . increase awareness about the charcoal through ton Conventio
about the difficulties faced by the manufacturers, After completing the seven-month course, A hlﬂﬂl"ﬁ" in charcoal leetures. ™ According |
and I _wantv_aﬂ to do s?mething to keep the loeal sakamoto decided to study charcoal production The histiry of Ikeda-zumi chareoal can be Kotani said, “I continue producing Dkeda-zami mental organd:
tradition alive,” he said. under Kotaml. He moved o Nosecho in Mareh,  traced back to the 12th century. It was produced  as long as | can because § ke the work, although sNow loopard
Tsutsumi pmpnsﬁﬂ Ieeda-gumi charcoal as one while his wife and fwo teenage 50ns remained in in the mountains of what are now  northern it"s g0 phyvsically demanding that my wife has mated 4,000 fo
of the NPOVs projects. Yao. “T made the declsion myself,” Sakamoto said, Osaka and eastern Hyogn prefectures, stoekpiled asked me to stﬂp.." Mew was b
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WH ATI'S ﬂN students, and ¥1,600 for high schoal students and The exhibition Introduces prints fram the late 18k ¥S00 tor adults, and ¥250 for.high, middie and prk- Females us

younger, Tickets at the door will be ¥3,500 and to early 20th centurlas by great masters such as miary school students. (078) 858-0050 i*:fears nid.l:nm

¥2,000, respeciively. (079) 6721000 Munch, Redon and Picasso, Opan 830 am.-5 p.m. INTERNATIONAL KIDS SUMMER Gbi: or moLherhioo

TALLIS SCHOLARS: July 1, 7 p.m. at Alti Hall TREASURES FROM KOFUKUJI: UntilJuly 10 Closed Mondays. Admissian is ¥200 for aduls, . su SCHOOL: InJapan, sh
in Kamigyo Ward, Kyoto. The English a cappella  at Osaka Municipal Mussum of At in Tennofl Ward, ¥250 for univarsity students and freefor high schaol July 5-15 al Mikage International Pre-Schoal (078) ers with whicl
ensemble will sing various songs, Including Byrd's  Osaka. The exhibition features gbout 80 ltems, In-  Students and younger. (073) 4368600 851-8502, and July 18-29 at Ashiya Intematicnal :I"; males, but
“Feasts of All Saints—Mass Propers." Tickets are  cluding Buddhist sculptures and archacologicalma- ~ CANADA DAY PARTY: July 5,6:00 p.m.-g:@0  —o00 (0797) 35-5011. English sangs, cances and I biasding
¥6,000 for adults and ¥5,500 for students. {(075)  terials from Kefukuji temple in Nara. Open 9:30  p.rn., at Hetel New Otanl Osaka In Chuo Ward,  92mes wil ba leatured. st penndaiting
4411414 a.m.-5 p.m. Closed Mondays. Admission s ¥1,300  Osaka, ¥7,500. Apply by July 1. (06) 47803220 WORKS OF ART BY FOREIGN STUDENTS: ape mk and ¢
OSAKA E?“PHG:""HEHI JUI}I' 3.3 P, at-Wa- fﬂr-ﬂdunﬂ, ¥E0D for Unl?’ﬁrﬂit}' gnd I'ﬂgh E’E_hﬂlﬂl =tu- DESIGMN 21: Until Jl.ﬂ:" & &t Kobe “ashion Muse- Mf 2-8.at Gﬂiﬂﬂ Fiaurof Hwn Saika u"i'l'El'Eltjf The Kobe 7
dayama dupiter Hall in Asago, Hyogo Prefecture.  dents and free for middle school students and | in Higashinada Ward, Kobe, Tha exhibition fea- in Sakyo Ward, Kyoto. Works of an createa by the partmer lor b

The archestra will play Glinka's "Rouslan and Led-

youngar. (DB) 6771-4874
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